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has received no support from her husband, but has de-
pended entirely on the receipts of the shop kept by her-
self and her sister; moreover " almost providing every-
thing for her son whilst at Eton school, and now he is
at Peter-House in Cambridge."

" Notwithstanding which, almost ever since he (her husband) hath
been married, he hath used her in the most inhuman manner, by
beating, kicking, punching, and with the most vile and abusive lan-
guage, that she hath been in the utmost fear and danger of her life,
and hath been obliged this last year to quit her bed, and lie with her
sister. This she was resolved, if possible, to bear; not to leave her
shop of trade for the sake of her son, to be able to assist in the main-
tenance of him at the Uniyersity, since his father won't."

Mrs. Gray goes on to state that her husband has an in-
sane jealousy of all the world, and even of her "brother,
Thomas Antrobus, and that he constantly threatens "to
ruin himself to undo her and his only son," having now
gone so far as to give Mary Antrobus notice to quit the
shop in Cornhill at Midsummer next. If he carries out
this threat, Mrs. Gray says that she must go with her
sister, to help her "in the said trade, for her own and
her son's support." She asks legal counsel which way
will be best " for her to conduct herself in this unhappy
circumstance." Mr. Audley writes sympathetically from
Doctors Commons, but civilly and Mndly tells her that
she can find no protection in the English law.

This strange and tantalising document, the genuineness
of which has never been disputed, is surrounded by diffi-
culties to a biographer. The known wealth and occa-
sional extravagances of Philip Gray make it hard to un-
derstand why he should be so rapacious of his wife's little
earnings, and at the same time so barbarous in his neglect